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EVENTS

BLUE MOUNTAIN RATEPAYERS ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, SATURDAY MAY 2
Members 9am; Public 10am; Marsh Street Centre, Clarksburg - Details on back cover 

Spring Concert
The Apple Valley Youth Chorus will be presenting a spring concert 

“Elements of Climate” on Friday, May 1st at St. George’s Anglican Church, 
at 7:30pm.  This group is an after school 13 week program directed by Ann-
Marie MacDairmid assisted by Karen James. Musical selections include 
... Clouds, Listen To The Rain, Thunder, The Rainbow Connection and 
more.  Sponsors of this program are CIBC Wood Gundy, the Thornbury-
Clarksburg Rotary Club and St. Georges Anglican Church.  Admission is by 
donation.  For information, contact Ann-Marie or Karen at 519-599-7506

Property taxes - 
Good news & Bad news

(Terry Thompson, Chair of Blue 
Mountains Ratepayers Assoc. Budget 
Committee delivered the following 
message to an Open Council meeting 
3/23/2015)  www.bmratepayers.com

First the good news: the 
“blended” rate of 1.3% we will pay 
for 2015 looks to be the lowest 
in several years as Grey county 
is reducing its levy by about 2% 
and the Education portion is not 
increasing.

The bad news is that the Town 
portion is presently showing an 
increase of about 5.4% and could 
grow to 6% if new items are added. 
Council will vote on the final 
budget March 30th.

The Town’s increase is primarily 
due to an increase of 2% planned 
for staff salaries and benefits and 
the addition of 3 new positions 
in the engineering and planning 
departments at an annual cost 
of $250,000. The budget review 
committee recalls that 10 years ago 
the town staffing level was about 
20 people less than the present 
level of 90. As the population of the 
Blue Mountains is 5.5% lower today 
than it was in 2006, we have begun 
an analysis of the factors involved 
in the staffing increase, as salary 
and benefit costs make up 46.6% 
of the towns expenses. The 2015 
budget for salaries and benefits is 
11% higher than the 2014 actual of 
$7,352,917.

Grey County reduced its levy 
primarily because it is no longer 
collecting a special tax it put in 
place for the past three years and 
held in a designated reserve. We 
are getting a “one time” rebate for 
past “contributions”.

As you may know, the county 
voted to return half of what it 
collected in the special tax to the 
municipalities and hold back the 

remaining 50%, or $728,621 to pay 
for future projects it says it needs. To 
their credit and with the full support 
of your ratepayers association, 
our town council requested the 
return of the full 100% but this 
was not supported by the other 
municipalities. We have asked our 
mayor to press harder, perhaps 
even holding back the amount 
from a future payment to Grey 
County or by setting up an account 
receivable from the County.  In any 
event, our council has not yet made 
a decision or voted on what to do 
with the money returned from the 
County - we believe it should be 
returned to the taxpayers in the 
form of a reduced levy in 2015, not 
held back from us, as we paid the 
tax in the first place.

Water and Wastewater
We were pleased to see staff 

recommend no increase in usage 
and fixed charges for 2015 and 
subsequent years. As readers 
will recall, the Budget Review 
Committee has pressed council 
for restraint in this area, with some 
success. Based on our previous 
analysis we believe these charges 
have been inflated in prior years. 

Grief Support Group
Tuesdays in April 10am - noon
First Baptist Church Hall,  519-922-3383

Taoist Tai Chi Arts™  Classes
Wednesdays 10am-noon  Beaver Valley 
Community Centre. 519-538-0288

Let’s Move Seniors’ Exercise Group
 Wednesdays 10:30am L.E. Shore Library.    
Sitting or standing, no matter your ability. 
Improve your fitness and balance. Cost $2. No 
registration required. Contact: 519-599-3681

Euchre
Every Wednesday & Thursday, 1:30 pm
Beaver Valley Community Centre, Admission 
$2.00 - 519-599-2209

Knitting Group 
Thursdays, 1:30pm - 3:30pm 
Library Board Room, Knit with the “From 
the Heart Knitters Group”. From beginners to 
advanced, new members always welcome!  
Bring your knitting project.

*****
All You Can Eat Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, April 4, 8:00am - 10:00am 
Beaver Valley Arena, Adults $5.00 Children (10 
& under) $3.00 Proceeds to the Beaver Valley 
Agricultural Society Contact: 519-599-2648

BVO Easter Eggstravaganza
Saturday, April 4,  10:00am - 1:00pm 
Bevar Valley Arena.  Magic Egg Hunt, Create a 
Craft, Face Painting, Bounce Castle, LE Shore 
Library Story & Crafts, BBQ and more. Phone: 
519-599-2190 www.bvo.ca 

Easter Long Weekend at Blue
Saturday, April 4 - Monday, April 6 
Blue Mountain Village. Say goodbye to winter 
with one last long weekend on the slopes 
including the annual Retro Pond Skim and 
Happy Valley Team Slalom races. And be sure 
to take the kids to The Plunge for their annual 
Easter Egg Dive Friday, Saturday and Sunday 
at 11am.  www.bluemountainvillage.ca

Author Talk : Jon Redfern & Jake Doherty
Thursday, April 9,  1 - 3pm L E Shore Library 
Join Jon Redfern, author of the new Victorian 
mystery “Children of the Tide”, and Jake 
Doherty, debut author of “Bearwalker Alibi”, 
for a book reading and talk. Registration not 
required.

Town passes Draft Budget
The 2015 Draft Budget passed with 
a 1.28 per cent blended tax rate 
increase, which included a 5.43 
percent increase in Town taxes, 
and a 2 percent decrease in County 
taxes. Education taxes remained 
the same. No decision made on the 
refund from Grey County, yet.

cont’d
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SIGN UP AS A VENDOR FOR
Thornbury Farmer’s Market  

located on Highway 26 between the Town office 
and Piper’s Sundays from 11-2, 

June 7 til Thanksgiving thornburymarket@gmail.com
Clarksburg Farmer’s Market

158 Clark St, Wednesdays; 3pm-6pm; June - Sept
www.clarksburgfarmersmarket.ca

Thornbury Beverage 
Company to Debut a 
New Brew at the 2015 
Jazzmania Weekend

Nothing goes better with great 
music and good friends than 
a great beverage.  This years 
Jazzmania Weekend will feature the 
finest beverages from our own local 
Thornbury Beverage Company.  
Not only do they make Ontario’s 
top selling craft cider Thornbury 
Premium Apple Cider they also 
own and operate King Brewery in 
Nobleton.  

The Thornbury Beverage Company plans to debut their 
latest new brew named Thornbury Blue Mountain Lager 
at the Jazzmania Weekend event to be held at the Beaver 
Valley Community Center on April 24 to 26th.   “We are very 
excited to be part of this local event and supporting the 
community. 

What makes this so special for us is that this new easy 
drinking beer named for the region is made with hops 
from local hop growers. Said Todd Hollingsworth, Sales 
Manager for the Thornbury Beverage Company.  “We make 
a lot of hard apple cider from 100% local apples and now 
we are making beer with local hops” said Hollingsworth.  

Supporting local farmers, businesses and local events is 
a key part of the company’s growth strategy. Interestingly 
enough the beer while still brewed in Nobleton is actually 
packaged in kegs, bottles and cans right here in Thornbury 
and distributed throughout Ontario and Canada.  

When asked if we might see beer being brewed at 
the Thornbury facility, Todd winked and said “you just 
never know”.  All these great beverages are available 
at the LCBO and local restaurants in the region.  

Friday, April 24, 8:00pm - $20. 
Howlin’ Dog Vintage Jazz Band

The Howlin Dog Vintage Jazz Band plays a mixture of 
traditional Jazz styles including New Orleans Dixieland, 
Blues and Swing. Based in the Kincardine area of Bruce 
County, this six piece group plays mostly along the 
Canadian Lake Huron shoreline and throughout Ontario. If 
you enjoy the sizzling sounds of Jazz, this band is for you. 

Saturday, April 25, 2:00pm - $30.
Toronto All Star Big Band, Georgian Sound Big  
Band and the Hogtown   Swing Dancers
Dance to the music of the big band era with 

the Toronto All Star Big Band. A dazzling 
display of consummate professionalism, 
amazing talent and infectious energy - 
Joanna Manning, The Welland Tribute. Had 
people virtually dancing in the aisles...like 
listening to Goodman, Dorsey, and Miller 
live. - David Hurst, Roselawn Centre Theatre. 

The Georgian Sound Big Band was formed 
in 1988. This enthusiastic band presents a 
wide variety of danceable music including 
waltz, tango, and Latin rhythms. Under the 
leadership of trumpeter Don Doner and 
conducted by trombonist Brad Crawford, the 
Band now swings to favourites from the big 
band era to the present decade. 

Hogtown Swing Dancers- This group is 
dedicated to the preservation, promotion 
and progression of authentic jazz dance and 
we are pleased to have them in attendance.  

Sunday, April 26, 2:00pm - $25
Chuck Jackson and Tyler Yarema

Chuck is the Canadian lead singer and one of two 
harmonica players in the Downchild Blues Band, 
otherwise known as Downchild, with which he 
has been associated since 1990. 2014 Nominated 
Male Vocalist of the Year, Maple Blues Awards and 
2014 Winner Juno Award in Blues category for 
“Can You Hear The Music” with Downchild. 

Tyler has played on over 50 cd’s ranging from 
Blues and Jazz, to Reggae and Pop. The Juno 
winner has been in constant demand for many 
festivals, corporate functions, weddings, and 
theater concerts nationwide. Tyler has been the 
main attraction most Tuesdays and Saturdays at 
the world famous Reservoir Lounge in downtown 
Toronto for a decade. His prowess at the piano, 
sultry vocals, and dynamic stage presence make 
Tyler an absolute “Must See” performer.  
www.jazzmania.ca  519-599-3345

Girl Guide Cookie Day
Saturday, April 11, 10:00am - 1:00pm 
Our Thornbury units will be selling in three 
different locations - a Cookie Drive Thru in 
the Pharmasave parking lot, and booths at 
Foodland and on Clarksburg main street near 
the OLD post office. Sparks, Brownies & Guides 
look forward seeing everyone at one of these 
locations. Stop by and support Guiding in your 
community. Anyone interested in joining can 
also get information, or by calling Shirley at 
519-599-3968. 

McKenzie Blues Band
Saturday, April 11, 8:30pm Marsh Street 
Centre, Clarksburg Tickets $30. 519-599-7837 

“LOVE LETTERS” Fundraiser
Saturday April 11, 3:00pm & 7:00pm $15 
LE Shore Library. YardPlay, of Meaford, in 
association with The Georgian Bay Treatment 
Centre for Youth, is presenting two perfor-
mances of “Love Letters” by A.R. Gurney

April: All Things Bright and Beautiful
Saturday, April 18 2-4pm meet the artists, 
Kathy Wright, Aggie Stretch and Sheila 
Bannerman, LE Shore Library Gallery. 

Euchre
Sunday, April 19, 1:30 pm, Beaver Valley 
Legion, 202 Marsh Street,  Clarksburg, light 
lunch available, $5 entry. Proceeds to Legion 
Projects 519-599-3555 

JAZZMANIA
April 24, 25, 26   www.jazzmania.ca

Pollinator Friendly Gardening
Tuesday, April 28, 7pm, LE Shore Library

May: Horizons and Beyond
Saturday, May 2, 2-4pm Meet the Artist, 
Irma Kogler, LE Shore Library Gallery

Apple Valley Chorus - Spring Concert
Friday, May 1, 7:30 pm St. George’s Church, 
by donation

Thornbury Community Theatre 
May 7, 8, 9 at 7:30 pm. Saturday matinee at 
2:00 p.m., Marsh Street Centre, Clarksburg
Back on the Couch, directed by Rob Potter. 
written by Jack Sharkey. Tickets $15.00, 
available from cast members, Pharmasave or 
Hindle’s Hardware

The  Lions Club 3rd Annual Pop Can Day 
Saturday, May 16, 10am -2pm. Lions Park, 
Clarksburg. Save up all your Pop Cans (or any 
recyclable aluminum) and bring them to 
the park. *Food Concession -  Hamburgers, 
peameal, hot dogs , sausages, pop. Sponsored 
by Bill’s Valu mart. *Junk in the Trunk *Vendor 
Tables. * Arts and Crafts.  519-599-3541

Kim Mitchell Live
Sunday May 17, 8pm Blue Mountain Village 
Conference Centre, $20 until Apr 10, $28 after 
Purchase online www.bluemountainvillage.ca

Thornbury-Clarksburg Rotary Trivia Night
Tuesday, May 19, 7pm BV Community 
Centre. Teams of up to 8. $20 per person. Call 
519-599-7797 to register.

MEAFORD ROTARY
19TH ANNUAL 

SILENT AUCTION
Thurs Apr 23 & Fri Apr 24

10-8pm
Sat Apr 25 10am-2pm

Meaford Hall
Bids close 2pm Sat

www.meafordrotary.ca

BEAVER VALLEY COMMUNITY CENTRE, THORNBURY

Friday Night April 24, 8pm 
  Howlin’ Dog Vintage Jazz Band  $20 

Saturday Afternoon Apr 25, 2pm 
  Toronto All-Star Big Band, Georgian Sound Big 

Band and the Hogtown Swing Dancers  $30
Saturday Night Concert - Soldout

Sunday Afternoon April 26, 2pm
  Juno Award Winners Chuck Jackson 

(Downchild Blues Band)  and Tyler Yarema  $25

                       Music for every taste and lots of dancing space
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order tickets online www.jazzmania.ca   519-599-3345

Introducing Blue Mountain Lager - a Thornbury Beer



Blue Mountain Soccer 
Registration is now open for 
the 2015 soccer season. All Blue 
Mountain Soccer Club and Meaford 
Soccer Club families to register on-
line on the BMSC website. Open to 
ages U4-U19. Separate Girls and 
Boys teams will be formed in the 
age groups U12, U14, U16 and U19. 
www.bluemountainssoccer.com

© Getty Images for IAAF 

Suspension notices 
have gone out for 
1,762 students across 
Grey Bruce. 
Issued by public health, the 
notices require parents to provide 
proof of immunization for their 
child. If proof of immunization or 
a valid philosophical or medical 
exemption is not provided, 
students may be suspended for a 
period of 20 school days. Under 
the Immunization of School 
Pupils Act (ISPA), all elementary 
and secondary students require 
proof of immunization against 
measles, mumps, rubella, tetanus, 
diphtheria, polio and new for the 
2014/15 school year pertussis, 
varicella (chicken pox) and 
meningococcal disease.

“All students must be up-to-date 
with immunizations in order to 
provide a safe school environment 
for everyone and reduce the risk 
of vaccine-preventable disease 
outbreaks,” says Grey Bruce Medical 
Officer of Health, Dr. Hazel Lynn.

This is a large number of 
suspension notices compared 
with previous years. There were 
698 suspension orders in 2012/13 
school year. No notices were 
issued in the 2013/14 school year 
as student immunization records 
were being transferred to the new 
province-wide Panorama system. 
Additionally, the requirements 
for pertussis, varicella and 
meningococcal immunization are 
new to the schedule this year.

Parents who receive notices 
should submit their child’s 
immunization information to the 
Grey Bruce Health Unit by phone, 
or email prior to the first day of 
suspension, April 20, 2015.

Phone: 519-376-9420/ 1-800-263-
3456 – switchboard will direct to 
nurse on-call. Email: immunization@
publichealthgreybruce.on.ca

NOW   
WHAT?
We’ll straighten it out 
at 300+ locations

BLUE MOUNTAIN 
COLLISION-CLARKSBURG

2015 International 
Association of Athletics 
Federations (IAAF) 
World Cross-Country 
Championships

Guiyang, China – The senior 
women’s team placed tenth, the 
junior women placed thirteenth, 
the junior men placed sixteenth, 
and the senior men’s team placed 
seventeenth.

In the junior women’s 6km race 
the team finished thirteenth. 
Branna MacDougall of Kingston, led 
the women finishing in 42nd with a 
time of 22:20. Hannah Woodhouse 
of Clarksburg, ran 22:57 to place 
60th out of 97 runners. 

In November, Woodhouse earned 
a spot on the Junior National Cross 
Country Team when she won the 
Canadian Junior XC Championships 
in Vancouver.  She left Toronto with 
Team Canada on Thursday, Feb. 
18th and headed to Barranquilla, 
Columbia for the 2015 PanAm 
Cross Country Championships.  

This North American, Central 
American and Caribbean race 
[NACAC] took the best runners from 
each of the countries.  Team Canada 
took 6 members in each of the 
Junior Women, Junior Men, Senior 
Women and Senior Men, with 
Hannah being part of the Junior 
Women’s team.  With all the snow 
and freezing arctic temperatures in 
our area this winter, to help Hannah 
prepare for the heat and humidity 
of Columbia, she spent some time 
indoors on a treadmill a week 
before her competition wearing a 
long sleeve shirt, the fans turned 
off and a heater cranked up to 27’C.  

The Junior Women raced on a 
relatively flat and short 5.2km 
course under sunny and HOT 
conditions, but this didn’t slow 
down the Heathcote native.  Not 
only did Hannah lead the Canadian 
Junior Women’s team to a 1st 
place team victory, she also ripped 
through the course to grab 2nd 
place overall in a field of 46 girls.  
Hannah cross the line in 16:35, only 
6 second behind the race winner 
from Peru.  

Hannah also participated at the 
Athletics Ontario Indoor Track 
and Field Championships held at 
York University on March 7th an 
8th.  Over 800 competitors were in 
attendance.

Day 1 brought one gold medal 
as Hannah posted the 2nd fastest 
Junior Women’s time in Canada this 

year when she crossed the line in 
4:37.82. 

Congrats Hannah on your recent 
accomplishments and best wishes 
as you “run the valley”!
The spring session with the Meaford 
Coyotes begins April 4th. 
www.meafordcoyotes.com

827470 Grey Rd 40
519-599-3852

Entrepreneurship 
Learning Channel, 
Georgian College
How to Build a Winning Business 
Strategy, Tues April 14, 4:30-5:30 
featuring entrepreneur Marc Castel 
sharing his energetic perspective.  
It’s a Free educational learning 
series Open to Everyone with an 
interest in entrepreneurship. Each 
ELC session will be broadcast at all 
the Georgian College campuses. 
Attend South Georgian Bay, 
Collingwood – Room A213
Benefits of attending:
· Chance to learn firsthand from 
entrepreneurs who have been 
there and done that
· Opportunity to ask questions of 
the speaker
· Chance to network with other 
entrepreneurs – both established 
and aspiring
·  Available to everyone by way of 
video conferencing, regardless of 
campus region
· Refreshments will be provided 
Call to reserve a spot 705-728-1968 
ext 1149

Compliance with 
Ministry of Labour 
Legislation - Free Seminar! 

Thursday May 21, 9am-11am
Owen Sound and North Grey Union 
Public Library. Please pre-register.
Instructor:  Debra Kokovai
Find out what employers need 
to know regarding the minimum 
requirements for the employee/
employer relationship in the 
province of Ontario. This workshop 
is designed to increase employer 
awareness of responsibilities 
under the ESA by providing 
them with resources and tools 
to help them comply. To register, 
please call 519-371-3232 or email 
businesshelpowensound.caDance Classes Start Soon! 

Register now for aerial silks classes 
(ages 13+) and contemporary 
dance classes (ages 7+). For details 
go to  www.mutablearts.ca 

BVAA Baseball and Soccer
Register for T-Ball, Junior Rookie, 
Senior Rookie, Tyke Peewee, Ban-
tam or Midget baseball and U4, U6 
and U8 Soccer is being offered in 
a 10 week program on Tuesdays. 
www.bvaa.ca



WOODHOUSE, LLOYD ALFRED JOSEPH
Sept 5, 1922 - Feb 24, 2015
Lloyd passed away at the age of 
92. He is survived by his wife Jean 
(née Murray) He is remembered by 
his children Dale and her husband 
John Burgess of Meaford and their 
children Steven and his wife Lacey 
and Patty Burgess; Jeff Woodhouse 
and his fiancée Kathy Pecjak also 
of Meaford and their children 
Samantha, Mira, Ginny and Meagan; 
and Russ Woodhouse and his wife 
Terria of Creemore and their children 
Emma and Megan. Also remembered 
by Marnie Woodhouse of Heathcote. 
Lloyd was predeceased by a 
grandson Mark Carscadden. He was 
a dear brother of Harold Woodhouse 
and his wife June of Heathcote and 
was predeceased by his brother 
Arnold ‘Arnie’ Woodhouse of  and his 
wives Wilma and Dorothy; and by 
his sister Doris and her husband Reg 
Cann. Lloyd is survived by sisters-in-
law Eleanor ‘Bunny’ Boyle, Lorraine 
Murray (late R.J. Murray), and sister-
in-law Joyce Fothergill (late Art) of 
Meaford.

FISHER, CHRISTINE JOYCE
Dec 5, 1943 - Feb 26, 2015
In loving memory of Christine 
Joyce Fisher who passed peacefully 
away at her home in Clarksburg on 
Thursday, in the company of her 
loving husband of 47 years, Ralph 
Fisher. Joyce was born in Radisson 
Saskatchewan, a daughter of the late 
Louis Burzynski and Hazel (Laycock) 
Burzynski. Joyce will be sadly missed 
by her son Dan Fisher and his partner 
Laura Euesden and by her daughter 
Karen Fisher Girdwood and son-in-
law Craig Girdwood. Joyce was the 
proud Grandmother of Teal Fisher, 
Nelson Hayhurst, William, Benjamin 
and Katelin Girdwood.

WEST-YEN, MARLENE TERESA
Oct 27, 1947 – Mar 6, 2015
Marlene passed away quietly at 
Grey Bruce Health Services in Owen 
Sound after a brief illness. She will be 
remembered as the loving wife of JC 
and devoted stepmother of Sandra 
(Trevor) and Kathy (Michael); proud 
and adoring Popo to Jonathan (Erin). 

MUNN, DOUGLAS CHARLTON
1953 - Mar 18, 2015
Doug passed away unexpectedly 
at the age of 62. He is lovingly 
remembered by his wife Cheryl Blay 
of The Blue Mountains and by his 
mother Clara J. (née Charlton) Munn 
of Paris and was predeceased by 
his father Donald Munn. Doug was 
a son-in-law to Jack (late Margaret 
Anne) Blay and brother-in-law to 
John Blay. Doug is also survived by 
his sister Kathy Munn, brother Larry 
Munn and he is fondly remembered 
by his nieces Meghan and Kelsey and 
by his friend Cor.

IN MEMORY

HOLZWARTH, Erich Edward 
1933 - February 3, 2015
Passed away peacefully at the 
Campbell House Hospice at the age 
of 82 after fighting a courageous 
battle with cancer. Erich was the 
beloved husband of Eva for over 50 
years. He will be forever loved and 
remembered by his daughter Lisa 
and her husband Chris and by his 
son Alex and Alex’s wife Donna. Erich 
was also the cherished grandfather 
to Blake, Max, Jack and Kurt. He 
is survived by his brother Otto 
and Otto’s wife Charlotte and was 
predeceased by five brothers and 
one sister. Erich is also survived by 
many beloved relatives and friends in 
Canada and Germany who will miss 
him.

MULVIHILL, JAMES ‘BRIAN’
1935 - February 8, 2015
Brian passed away suddenly at his 
home in Slabtown at the age of 80. 
He was the husband and inseparable 
partner to Sandra (née Laporte) and 
loving father to his greatest treasure, 
Tracy Ann, who predeceased him in 
2010. He will be remembered by his 
grandson Connor.

MARSHALL, FREDERICK WALTER
1934 -  February 13, 2015
Fred Marshall of Ravenna passed 
away peacefully at the Collingwood 
General and Marine Hospital in his 
81st year. He was predeceased by his 
beloved wife Marilyn (née Wiseman) 
in 2002. Fred was the cherished 
father of Lynda and Karl Bumstead 
of Stratford and John and Diane 
Marshall of Dauphin, Manitoba. He 
was the wonderful Grandpa of David 
and Jessica Bumstead and Logan, 
Joshua and Matthew Marshall. Fred 
was the dear brother of Elsa Wellman. 
Fred was predeceased by his siblings 
Gordon Marshall, Harvey Marshall, 
Isla Meredith, and Doris Mullin.

COLBURN, MARIE-LOUISE ‘MARLOU’
Nov 4, 1920 - Sun Feb 22, 2015
Born in Celle Germany  ‘Marlou’, 
a resident of Errinrung Nursing 
Home in Thornbury, passed away 
peacefully at the age of 94. She is 
remembered as the loved mother 
of Hans Brachvogel of Bobcaygeon, 
Uli Brachvogel of Cobourg, Hanne 
Bern of Germany, Thomas Schneider 
of Clarksburg and Chris Graham of 
Collingwood. Grandmother “Omi” 
to eight grandchildren, twelve great 
grandchildren, and one great-great 
grandchild.

Fresh, seasonal fare inspired by the flavours 
and harvests of the Georgian Bay region.

thepotteryrestaurant.ca
Blue Mountain Resort

705-443-5509
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Muxlow Pharmasave
54 Sykes St. N., Meaford
(519) 538-1960
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 9am - 8pm
Wed & Sat 9am - 6pm

Thornbury Pharmasave
45 Arthur St. W., Thornbury
(519) 599-2719
Mon-Sat 9am - 6pm
Sun 12am - 3pm

www.pharmasave.com

Live Well. Enjoy Life.
Two Locations To Serve You

*Some exceptions may apply. See store for details.
**Available only at Thornbury Pharmasave.

Services we offer:
•	 Diabetic	Consultations
•	 Pharmasave	Medication	Managers	
	 (Compliance	Packaging)
•	 Home	Health	Care	Products	&	Rental	Service
•	 Personal	Up-To-Date	Medication	Profile

•	 Specialty	Compounding
•	 Medication	Reviews
•	 Live	Well	Seminars	(Clinics)
•	 In-town	Delivery*
•	 Cosmetics	(Avene/Marcelle)**

Now available in Thornbury



Your full service 
neighbourhood store

Part of your community:

We’re proud to bring 
you a wide variety of 
top quality delicatessen 
meats, sliced to your 
specifications. Explore  
a variety of cheeses  
from around the world.

Our produce department offers  
a large variety of delicious fresh 
fruits and vegetables.

Discover our bakery 
department with a 
wide assortment  
of artisan breads  
and custom cakes  
made to order for 
any celebration. 

Hwy #26 East, 
Meaford ON
N4L 1W7
5195383230

Customers can 
enjoy personal 
friendly service from 
the in-store butcher, 
featuring a large 
selection of top 
quality cuts.

Proud Community Supporter: 
Shoreline Clean Up, Cops for Cancer, Ski for Kids (Sick Kids Foundation), Breakfast for Learning, 
Georgian Shores Minor Hockey Association and so much more.

Bill’s valu-mart and its colleagues excel in community involvement, volunteerism and a commitment 
to our local community and beyond. 

deli

bakery meat

produce

News From Councillor
Michael Seguin 

Here are some recent and 
important developments over the 
past month:
A Major Organizational Change is 
in the works! Council has approved 
a switch in responsibilities that 
will see the Director of Planning, 
Building and By-law Enforcement 
now taking on all development-
related engineering services, as 
the new Director of Planning 
and Development. The Director 
of Engineering and Public Works 
will be assigned the new role of 
Director of Infrastructure and 
Public Works, with a focus on 
operation, maintenance, repair and 
replacement of existing municipal 
structure and the development 
and maintenance of a Town asset 
management plan. 
The Fire Department is under-
going some major challenges to 
‘response times’ and the ability to 
mitigate fire risks. At the present 
time, the net cost of fire service 
in our municipality accounts for 
almost 12% ($1.66 million) of our 
net operating budget. Over the 
past 5 years, the Fire Department 
averaged 191 calls per year, of which 

16 were fires and 4 were structural 
fires. The remainder of the calls for 
service were false alarms and other 
emergencies like auto accidents. 
In response to structure fires, we 
are advised that the department 
responds with approximately 20 
personnel and the average ‘on the 
scene’ time is 10 minutes.

So what are the problems? The 
response times are high given our 
topography and limited volunteer 
program (should be closer to 
4 minutes, which is considered 
the ‘flashover’ time for saving a 
building). In order to improve our 
Level of Fire Service, Fire Chief, 
Rob Collins, is recommending that 
we review our current Fire Master 
Plan immediately, maintain our 
current composite department 
comprised of existing permanent 
staff (now unionized) supported 
by a complement of up to 48 paid-
on call volunteers, investigate 
the mandatory use of automatic 
sprinkler systems in new homes 
and existing high risk buildings, 
and continue to work (or push) with 
neighboring municipalities as well 
as potential community business 
partners to develop mutual 
assistance partnerships to facilitate 
enhanced response capabilities. 

A 242 Unit Residential  Application 
has been received and deemed 
complete that will require an 
Official Plan Amendment, a Zoning 
By-law Amendment and Site Plan 
Approval consisting of 2-storey, 
3-storey and 4-storey low rise 
apartment style units located at the 
north-west corner of Grey Road 19 
and Grey Road 21. 

The development is being 
proposed as a ‘Medium Density’ 
one reflecting a density of 55 units 
per hectare (22.25 units per acre). 
A Public meeting was held on 
March 2, with close to 50 people 
in attendance and some 36 written 
letters/emails (as of that date) being 
submitted and objecting to this 
development. The area of concerns 
revolve around 10 themes, with the 
top 5 being; 
1. high density is not compatible   

with the surrounding area; 
2. height of 4-storeys is too high;
3. increase in traffic flows would 

create congestion, safety issues 
and diversion into residential 
communities; 

4. there will be negative visual 
impact on the gateway to 
Blue and the character of 
surrounding neighborhoods; 

5. increase noise will be created 
by traffic and density. 

We understand that staff are in 
communication with the developer 
to discuss mitigating these 
concerns and will report back to 
Council Committee of the Whole 
sometime in May.  If you have any 
concerns and haven’t voiced your 
opinion, we want to hear from you.

 
Issues of Concern:
1) Staff provided a list of 
Community Services fees and 
Charges for 2015. If you have a 
favorite municipal service or facility 
that you use on a regular basis, 
you might want to check this list 
to determine what it will cost you 
in 2015 (see LINK). We are advised 
that new changes will result in 
an additional $16,000 in revenue. 
 The debate is still out in raising 
fees at Tomahawk and making it 
a full user-fee tourist/community 
facility and more sustainable. 
 
2) Council approved a motion to 
reduce the speed limit along Beaver 
Street from 50km/hr to 40 km/
hr to help deal with safety issues 
around Moreau Park and more 
pedestrian movement into Town.  
 

3) Frazil ice blockages on the Beaver 
River in Clarksburg this past winter 
have caused considerable concern 
and resulted in some damages to 
homes in the Margaret Street area. 
The cost of mitigating any further 
water damages (excavators, loaders, 
etc) has resulted in $48,758.59 
in costs to the Town. Council has 
agreed to bill 50% of these costs 
to the Grey Sauble Conservation 
Authority (GSCA), who are 
responsible for river management. 

Quick Hits:       
1)         Council has agreed to enter the 
Heart and Stroke Foundation Big 
Bike Event to be held in Thornbury 
on May 11th, 2015. This means that 
a team of staff and Council will be 
assembled to ride a 30-seat bicycle 
along a proposed route (an easy 
one I hope) to raise awareness and 
funding to support the work of the 
Foundation. We might need to ask 
for volunteers from the community 
to replace some of us old folk. 
 
2) We have been approached by 
Mountain Goat Film Company 
requesting that the Town consider 
creating a film policy to attract 
film and television productions 
to our area and the surrounding 
Georgian Triangle Area. Council 
directed staff to invite the producer 
of this company to provide a visual 
presentation and a business plan 
that could promote public-private 
partnerships as well as regional 
partnerships.

3) Grey County has commenced 
an environmental assessment 
regarding Grey Road 19 and Grey 
Road 21 intersection improvements. 
This will be a joint venture with the 
County of Simcoe and the Town of 
Collingwood, who have jurisdiction 
over Mountain Road. There will be 
a Public Information meeting in 
the upcoming months. A number 
of views have been expressed 
by stakeholders requesting 
the construction of a two lane 
roundabout that would support 
the existing roundabout at Gord 
Canning Drive and Grey Road 119 
and help ensure better long-term, 
successful traffic flow in this area. 

4)  Grey County received $100,000 
provincial grant to be used to 
create a central dispatch to help 
the transit systems in the county 
work together to serve users.  
www.michaelseguin.ca



www.bluemountainratepayers.ca
www.twitter.com/@BlueMtnRtpyrs

http://www.facebook.com search for:  Blue Mountain Ratepayers Association
ADDRESS:  PO BOX 198, THORNBURY, ON  N0H 2P0

Annual General Meeting for the Year ending December 31, 2014
Saturday, May 2nd, 2015 at The Marsh Street Centre,

187 Marsh Street, Clarksburg, ON

Closed Session - for Members Only

Registration starts at 8.30 a.m.

Meeting Starts: 9:00 AM
Welcome and Opening Remarks, Director, BMRA
1. Notice of Annual General Meeting
2. Motion to accept minutes of 2014 AGM
3. Proposed By-Law Amendments (None)
4.  Directors’ Reports/Messages
5. Presentation and Motion to Accept Financial

Statement for 2014
6. Budget Review Committee Report
7. Membership Report
8. Ratification of Actions of Directors
9. Election of Board of Directors

i. Slate of Nominees, 
ii. Nominations from the Floor,
iii. Vote and Final Declaration of 2015/2016

Board of Directors.
10.New business
11.Closing of member’s only session

Short Recess: 10:00 AM

Open Session – Public Welcomed

Guest Program:       10:10 AM Welcome to Public and Guest 
                                         Introduction(s)

BMRA Board Director

10.15 AM Mayor John McKean –
Greetings from the Town.
& “What’s Up at Grey County’ –
Corporate, Transportation & Public 
Safety;
Deputy Mayor Gail Ardiel – Planning 
& Community Dev. & Social Services

Question and Answer Period

11:30 AM Meet and Greet
Session Ends: 12:00 PM       Close of Public Session by John Leckie

                                     

BUY LOCAL, 
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